MÉTIS HUNTING LICENSES IN MANITOBA
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DONNA SMITH (APTN-TV): The war of words between the Manitoba Métis Federation and the Province of Manitoba hasn't slowed. The sticking point is over hunting rights. Who should be in control of issuing licences? As Todd Lamirande reports, there is a sharp difference of opinion.

TODD LAMIRANDE (reporter): Premier Gary Doer was one of the keynote speakers at this year's NDP convention. APTN News asked him when the province was going to implement the Powley Decision and honour the Métis right to hunt in Manitoba.

GARY DOER (Premier of Manitoba): I have no difficulty with the principles of the court decision. I have no difficulty in implementing the court decision on Powley for individual Métis people. But where we disagree: Is that right to a person or is it to an organization?

LAMIRANDE: Métis Federation President David Chartrand disagrees. He says the MMF is the duly elected government of the Métis people.

DAVID CHARTRAND (Métis Federation President): It's the provincial government of Manitoba that has a very strong, strange way of saying: "They respect Powley, they respect the Constitution, they respect Métis rights. But no, we will not give you the right to hunt. Only we'll decide who can have that right. "

LAMIRANDE: There's also conflict over the MMF issuing harvester cards which the government sees it as an attempt to issue hunting licenses.

DOER: We don't delegate to First Nations the hunting licensing responsibility. We don't delegate to somebody else.

CHARTRAND: What licence are you talking about? He said "the harvester cards you give out. That's not much of a right to give out licences; the provincial government's right." Those aren't licences I said. Those are identification cards.

LAMIRANDE: Doer also claimed Métis were now free to hunt.

DOER: Métis people with... under the Powley decision that have historic communities with... with the responsibility of hunting for food under Powley they have the right to hunt now, today. That's the court.

UNIDENTIFIED: They won't be arrested or...?

DOER: They shouldn't be. They...

CHARTRAND: I think he's trying to dance the waltz but do rather the gig at the same time. Because you look at what he's saying: on one hand he is saying we have the right; he respects Powley, but our people are still being charged everywhere in Manitoba.

LAMIRANDE: In fact, Bill Goode (?), a Métis, will be in court next month to continue his hunting rights case. 

Todd Lamirande, APTN National News, Winnipeg
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