Thursday, May 11, 2006

AINSWORTH LUMBER CO. LTD. (TSX:ANS)

AINSWORTH ANNOUNCES AGREEMENT WITH MANITOBA GOVERNMENT ON

FUTURE ENGINEERED WOOD PRODUCTION FACILITY

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA - (CCNMatthews - May 10, 2006) -

Ainsworth Lumber Co. Ltd. ("Ainsworth") (TSX:ANS) announced today it has signed a

commitment agreement with the Government of Manitoba for the future construction and

operation of an engineered wood production facility in an area northeast of Winnipeg,

Manitoba. If the conditions contemplated by the commitment agreement are satisfied, a Forest Management License will be issued for 838,000 cubic meters annually of timber on a renewable 20 year basis.

The agreement is subject to a successful process of consultation with affected First

Nations communities and the successful negotiation of related operational agreements and approvals. Ainsworth is optimistic that the First Nations consultation process will be satisfactorily completed within the coming months.

Ainsworth's intention is to then construct a state-of-the-art engineered wood facility capable of producing both oriented strand board (OSB) and oriented strand lumber (OSL) products. The project is expected to have a capital cost in excess of $250 million. 

Ainsworth has offered to provide opportunities for Aboriginal participation in this future project.

________________

_________________

For Further Information Please Contact:

Ainsworth Lumber Co. Ltd.

www.ainsworth.ca

Tim Ryan

Vice President, Woodlands

tim.ryan@ainsworth.ca

Tel. (604) 661-3200

Bruce Rose

General Manager, Corporate Development

bruce.rose@ainsworth.ca

Tel. (604) 661-3200

--

