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At least two appeals have been filed challenging the results of the vote last month that approved a partnership between Manitoba Hydro and the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation for the construction of the Wuskwatim hydro dam.

The appeals challenge the results of last month's vote on the grounds that individuals who claim to be members of NCN were not allowed to vote.

At least three individuals say they were told their names were not on the ballot because they had transferred their band membership to the newly created First Nation of O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation located at South Indian Lake.

But the individuals claim they did not sign on to become members of the new band that came into being in December 2005 but had retained their NCN membership. Previously, most residents of South Indian Lake were members of NCN.

Another appeal, filed by outspoken Wuskwatim critic Carol Kobliski, claims the vote was in contravention of the referendum rules that apply to NCN.

The agreement that members of NCN voted in favour of specifies that appeals must be filed within 10 days of the vote. NCN's chief electoral officer is responsible to appoint an arbitrator and retired judge Ruth Krindle was named June 30.

An official with Manitoba Hydro said the appeals process is being handled in accordance with the guidelines set out in the project development agreement that details the relationship between Hydro and NCN.

He said it is not likely to cause any disruption with preliminary work now underway on the $1.2-billion construction project.

Gaile Whelan-Enns, director of Manitoba Wildlands, an environmental group that has challenged many aspects of the Wuskwatim project, is concerned there might be potential conflicts of interest in the appeals process.

Shortly after the vote -- where 70 per cent of eligible voters from NCN voted 62 per cent in favor of the partnership agreement -- the province issued environment licences for the construction of the generating station and its transmission lines.

Whelan-Enns believes the province jumped the gun in releasing the licences so quickly after the vote.

"It was bad form on the province's part to issue the licences before the appeal process was up," she said.
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