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THE BOREAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE

In April 2004 Canada’s Minister of the Environment released an updated list of special places in Canada that merit UNESCO-World Heritage Site designation.

In the Minister’s words “…these places are of outstanding universal value…safeguarding these natural treasures is our legacy to future generations and Canada’s gift to the World.”

This Initiative is designed to get Canada’s boreal gift out of the closet, put the gift-wrapping on it and present to the World!

The Overall Goal Of The Initiative:

To communicate broadly the positive attributes of creating, supporting and protecting the 4.3 million hectare UNESCO-World Heritage Site initiated by five First Nation communities located in Eastern Manitoba and Northwestern. Ontario.

LOCATION OF PROPOSED WORLD HERITAGE SITE  

The Geographic Scope of the Proposed World Heritage Site Includes:

Five First Nation Traditional Territories:

4 in Eastern Manitoba

1 in Northwestern Ontario

Includes Two Provincial Parks:

1 in Eastern Manitoba

1 in Northwestern Ontario

The Objectives Of The Boreal Heritage Initiative

There Are Two Initiative Objectives:

1. To build wide support and obtain protection and designation for the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

2. To maintain support for the geographic scope and the ecological integrity throughout the process of obtaining designation and protection as a UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

The Boreal Heritage Initiative Components

There are five components to this Initiative:

1. The Boreal Heritage Initiative launch events and other public events that promote the positive attributes of this UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

2. The production and distribution of public educational materials that promote the positive attributes of this UNESCO-World Heritage Site.
3. Hosting a series of VIP/MEDIA trips into remote locations within the boundary of the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

4. The creation of an interactive multi-media CD-ROM for wide distribution that promotes the positive attributes of the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

5. The creation and maintenance of a Boreal Heritage Initiative website that will incorporate the elements of the first four components above.

Partners in the Boreal Heritage Initiative

There Are Three Partners In This Initiative:

1. Manitoba Wildlands

Is a non-profit environmental organization, which continues the work of WWF Canada and Nature Canada for the establishment of protected areas. We work with Manitoba communities, industry sectors, and environmental organizations to achieve protected areas goals, with a special focus on our boreal forest regions.

2. The Boreal Forest Network 

Is located in Winnipeg and is a Canadian federally registered non-profit organization of environmentalists, indigenous peoples and scientists concerned with the protection and sustainable use of North America’s boreal forest. BFN is the North American arm of the international Taiga Rescue Network.

3. The Natural Resources Defense Council 

Is a U.S. based non-profit organization of scientists, lawyers and environmental specialists dedicated to protecting the environment. Founded in 1970, NRDC has more than 1 million e-activists and members.

Why Is This Initiative Important To Support

There Are A Number of Reasons To Support This Initiative:

1. It will provide for world-class protected area in the heart of North America’s boreal shield ecosystem. Currently only 3% of Canada’s boreal shield is strictly protected.

2. It will provide for the protection of rare and endangered flora and fauna in this globally important ecosystem. 

3. It will offer the First Nations communities, who initiated the nomination of this area as a WHS, the tools necessary to create positive solutions to planning, protecting, managing and promoting the uniqueness of their traditional territories and their culture.
4. It will provide a unique, world-class solution to protecting critical core boreal habitat for the Woodland Caribou, an endangered species in Manitoba.

5. It will build an economic development model that will create lasting community development opportunities that are culturally appropriate.

6. It will provide a living research environment to study the boreal shield ecosystem and to collect baseline boreal data.

How Can You Get Involved In This Initiative

A Number of Ways To Get Involved In This Initiative:

1. Become a financial supporter of the Boreal Heritage Initiative.

2. Become a member and receive information and updates on the progress of this Initiative.

3. Write letters to various media outlets in support of the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

4. Talk to others about the importance of the Boreal Heritage Initiative and the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

5. Take the time to visit areas within the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

6. Tell your MLA or MP that you support the UNESCO-World Heritage Site.

7. Visit www.manitobawildands.org, www.borealnet.org, www.nrdc.org, www.manitobawildlands.org/lup.htm#pa-eslw, and www.savebiogems.org websites for more information on this Initiative.

THANK YOU FOR COMING THIS EVENING AND SUPPORTING THE BOREAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE
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