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SOUTHERN Grand Chief Chris Henderson is accusing the NDP government of censoring Lake Winnipeg Stewardship Board reports and "watering down" its recommendations.

Henderson, Grand Chief of the Southern Chiefs Organization, claims the province is preventing the water-quality experts who've been charged with the task of cleaning up Lake Winnipeg from suggesting more aggressive means of saving the nutrient-polluted lake.

The Lake Winnipeg Stewardship Board is only weeks away from issuing its next report about ways to alleviate nutrient-loading in the sprawling Lake Winnipeg watershed.

Henderson claims he has spoken to board members who say they're being muzzled, but declined to identify them or any specific details about what allegedly has been censored.

"There is a good deal of editing that goes on by the political masters, who water down the recommendations," Henderson said Thursday at a press conference where he unveiled a First Nations-commissioned water-quality report called Water For Life.

"There has to be a lot more openness and honesty about identifying the real culprits (responsible for polluting) Lake Winnipeg."

	
	


Corporations such as Manitoba Hydro should be held more responsible for contributing to the excessively high levels of nutrients in Lake Winnipeg, he added.

A spokeswoman for Water Stewardship Minister Christine Melnick would not comment on Henderson's censorship allegations, other than to say the provincial government has a strong working relationship with First Nations.

The Water For Life report, which summarizes a two-day conference held in 2005, makes dozens of recommendations of its own. Chief among them is giving First Nations more of a say in water-quality issues.

Henderson said First Nations do not want to be treated as just another stakeholder in the Lake Winnipeg watershed -- like farmers or fishers -- but as another government.
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