Dec 3/04

On behalf of the Accord First Nation communities of Little Grand Rapids First Nation, Pauingassi First Nation, Poplar River First Nation, Bloodvein First Nation and our Ontario partner Pikangikum First Nation. We wish to thank the Manitoba Government led by Premier Doer and his Cabinet Ministers for expressing their support for our efforts to have our traditional lands designated UNESCO World Heritage Site Status.

Our Elders wisdom, knowledge and direction has led this initiative from the beginning. They have told us that if the earth is sick then people will be sick as well, and we see this around us today the destruction of the ozone layer and global warming and the suffering that has brought to us is only one example. Our elders and ancestors have worked hard to look after their traditional territories for thousands of years and these lands are still beautiful, strong and healthy. They knew it was their sacred duty given to them by the creator to protect their environment for the sake of their children, grandchildren and future generations so that they would be healthy and strong. They also recognized the importance of this region of the Boreal Forest to the Health of the Planet and to all people.

We believe that working together as partners with the Province, the nomination of our combined traditional territories and the two Provincial Parks will be successful. The UNESCO designation will acknowledge and give worldwide recognition to the importance of First Nation tradition and scientific knowledge and combining this knowledge with western science and environmental practices will ensure the protection of these lands for generations to come.

Again we would like to thank Premier Doer and his Government for their wisdom and courage in supporting this initiative. We now have the opportunity by working together to make a unique and internationally significant contribution to protecting our Boreal Forests and show that Manitoba is a world conservation leader.

Thank you

Chief Harold Crowe of Pauingassi
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