I would like to thank the panel for this opportunity to speak on behalf of the animals who are quite literally “used” as the engine of this hog industry.  

I am aware that the purpose of my being here today is to speak to the environmental sustainability of the hog industry in Manitoba and to hopefully widen the scope of the up-coming hearings.  My main argument is that there is inadequate inspection and enforcement of this animal industry.  There will, I hope, be many presenters to this panel who will raise concerns about the pollution of water and land from this industry.  While I share these concerns, I am here today as an animal rights activist.  I want to speak for those who do not have a voice but are, nevertheless, living, feeling, sentient, individual animals…much like your family pet.  I am not some sentimental, over-emotional “animal lover”.  If that were the case, my argument would be easy to dismiss.  Rather I want an end to needless suffering and to the use of animals in any way we please, in order to maximize producer profit.  The ethics are askew.  The byproduct of this misery for the animals is concerning; the pollution, workers’ conditions and land and water degradation, to name a few, but I am here to bring up the subject about which most people would rather not hear.  The daily, immeasurable brutality this province condones by its inaction.  The scale of this cruelty is mind-boggling.  

I want the forthcoming hearings to take into account the fact that 4 1/2 million animals are born, raised and killed every year in Manitoba.  We can’t take any more.  Four and a half million might not mean much to most people.  For example, you might know what a million dollars would mean to you as an individual but you wouldn’t have any idea what it might look like in pennies. 4 1/2 million pigs is just some huge figure.  Allow me to put it into a context that folks can relate to.  If you took the number of hogs produced annually in Manitoba and placed them nose-to-tail they would stretch in an unbroken line from Winnipeg to Thunder Bay.  Can you imagine that? An unbroken line-up of sows and boars beside the highway that entire trip.  It’s surreal.  I’m not done.  This trip’s not over yet.  You could then go from Thunder Bay across Ontario and Quebec to St. John.  Think about driving from Winnipeg to St. John with an endless line of hogs beside the road.  Okay, still on that annual 4 ½ million pigs, you can now turn around and drive all the way back to Winnipeg.  Winnipeg, Thunder Bay, St. John, back to Winnipeg.  That’s just one year.  While about 90% of the meat from this industry is exported to other countries we cannot, unfortunately, export all the urine and feces.  It stays here.  And speaking of waste.

A study out of the University of Western Ontario estimates that each market weight pig, still arguably a “little kid” when shot in the forehead at age 5 or 6 months, poops and pees out about one metric tonne of waste.  In that bit of visualization I’ve hopefully given you, please place 2,200 pounds of waste beside every one of those hogs that lined up from Winnipeg to St. John…and back to Winnipeg, every year.  Year in, year out.

What..are..we..doing?  Year in year out?  Is there room for more?   

I want to be clear. I am an animal rights activist.  I fervently hope the CEC will take the welfare of these nurturing, curious, live animals into account.  I want to be able to present to the CEC the unregulated cruelty that happens everyday relating to this so-called industry.  I want to be able to bring the unnecessary suffering of hogs in this province to the attention of the CEC and the public.  

The natural intelligence of pigs surpasses that of dogs.  They can be raised as human companions and can be taught to do tricks, just like Spot or Lassie.  The high intelligence of pigs must be taken into consideration when we explore whether the conditions in which they are raised are sustainable.  You have seen the sow stalls.  An ordinary citizen of Manitoba who kept dogs in similar conditions for their entire lives would be prosecuted for extreme cruelty and the general public would support or demand the most extreme punishment and rightly so, in my opinion.  

A hog producer keeps an animal of comparable intelligence in the same manner and is more likely to be rewarded with government subsidies.  Piglets are castrated without anesthetic, have their teeth clipped with pliers and their tails cut off without anesthetic all because of the crowded conditions in the barns. After enduring the conditions in the factory hog barns, the conditions pigs in Manitoba have to endure in transportation are horrendous. Full grown pigs are pulled from the top tier of transport trucks face-first to their deaths.  Stressed, non-ambulatory (meaning they can’t walk to slaughter) hogs are left in distress over weekends without being humanely euthanized.  Living, feeling animals become frozen to the sides of transports to die a slow death during transport in winter, or hyperthermia in the summer.  None of this is regulated or inspected.  THIS is factory farming and only factory farming and this hog industry is allowed to treat animals in this manner.  These are but a few examples of the wanton disregard for the interests of these animals I have discovered in this hog industry.  I want this panel and the CEC panelists at the hearings in March to know this; THERE IS NO ONE OUT IN THE COUNTRY WATCHING WHAT IS GOING ON.  This government cannot even tell us where all the hog barns are or what is going in inside of them.  It is under-regulated and under-inspected.  Is this kind of thing acceptable?  

Is it sustainable?  I wish to argue before the CEC that this is most certainly NOT what Manitoba should be allowing.  

If Manitoba was to hire and train an adequate number of veterinarians and animal welfare inspectors it might question whether the additional costs required to pay for all these people is sustainable.  I want to be able to show the CEC and the public what I, and others who share my concern for the animals used in this industry, have discovered out there.  It tarnishes our province.  It cannot be sustained.  

How is it that people can be outraged and upset about rural puppy mills but turn a blind eye to millions of animals who are just as intelligent, who care for their little ones and who enjoy being petted as much as dogs and cats?  It’s because people don’t know what is going on.  Why can’t we see inside the barns that have the sow stalls?  Why can’t we see the castration, tooth clipping and tail docking?  Why can’t we see the transported pigs at 30 below and 30 above?  Why can we not see the kill floor?  Why can we not see anything related to this industry?  It is because the producer’s profits and the interests of the animal are in conflict.  Yet somehow the agribusiness lobby constantly assures us that only happy, well-cared-for animals can be productive.

This government is either going to have to admit to being complicit in this type of torture and abuse of these animals or hire an adequate number of veterinarians and animal welfare inspectors to ensure that this does not continue in our province.  

My hope is that this panel finds my argument here today satisfactory to include in the hearings this spring.  There is one final point I would like to make.  Last month, the United Nations published a report on livestock and the environment with a stunning conclusion: "The livestock sector emerges as one of the top two or three most significant contributors to the most serious environmental problems, at every scale from local to global." It turns out that raising animals for food is a primary cause of land degradation, air pollution, water shortage, water pollution, loss of biodiversity, and not least of all, global warming.  You will, no doubt, hear about these concerns during these scoping hearings from other presenters.  My reason for being here today is to point out that the origin of all these environmental disasters happens to start out as a curious, mischievous little animal who, after enduring horrendous conditions, at about 6 months of age, is shot in the forehead, hoisted by its back leg and stuck in the jugular to bleed to death.
I want animal welfare inspection and regulation to be increased.  
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