Manitoba CEC - regarding the Hog Industry.
Thank-you for this opportunity to address the commission.
Although the ILO style of hog production in Manitoba squeezed out most of the smaller scale hog growing operations in Manitoba, they may be on the come-back and deserve the attention and support of Manitobans.
The main problem with the ILO style of production is in the treatment of waste. These barns are designed to use copius amounts of water to wash away and dilute the pig feces in order to reduce the amount of labour they require to clean the pens. This liquifying practice is understandable from outdated business plan points of view, but has become highly problematic for surrounding communities due to the resultant odours and the threat of ground water contamination.
David and Diane Rourke (Hog farmers near Minto) and others across the prairies have proven that it is possible to design a straw based composting system and make higher profits than the ILO liquid style systems do. David has never had neighbours complain about odors because they are kept to a minimum as feces are being kept in solid form. David is also able to generate ethanol from the feces through his system.
I am supportive of a thriving hog industry in Manitoba that does not threaten our quality of life, our tourism industry or our water systems.
Please challenge the hog industry (barns and processing facilities) to do better for themselves and for us by insisting on manure composting systems in new facilities and the conversion of established facilities away from liquid manure systems.
Thank-you again,
David M Neufeld
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