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OTTAWA — Manitoba used to lead the rest of Canada in fighting global warming. That’s changing and the province’s efforts are getting weaker, according to a new David Suzuki Foundation study.

“Manitoba’s leadership position on climate change is slipping, Quebec’s emissions are lower and falling and it has a new stronger climate change plan,” says report author Dale Marshall, a David Suzuki Foundation policy analyst based in Ottawa. “Manitoba had a reasonably strong plan when it was launched four years ago. But the situation is deteriorating more rapidly that first thought, and now its emissions are 11 per cent above 1990 levels.”

The second edition of The Suzuki Foundation’s All Over the Map report assesses provincial and territorial action on climate change, compares each region’s greenhouse gas emissions, analyzes their climate change plans and evaluates their records. Alberta has one of the poorest records when it comes to reversing global warming.

The Suzuki Foundation found most provincial and territorial action on climate change is scattered, piecemeal and entirely absent in some places. The report shows some provinces and territories (New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Yukon) have no climate change plans at all, others (Newfoundland, NWT, and British Columbia) have plans that are weak and vague. The worst offenders (Saskatchewan and Alberta) continue to allow emissions to grow unchecked, without any plan to even address the problem.

“A new plan is set to come out soon, and we hope it will build on the province’s strengths,” Mr. Marshall says. “Manitoba should continue to lead on this issue with things like ground source heat pumps. Manitoba also needs to rectify weaknesses such as rising emissions from transportation and agriculture, plus over-reliance on big, new hydro projects.”

The full report, All Over The Map, is online at www.davidsuzuki.org
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