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Devils Lake report doesn't end debate on safety
Wednesday, November 16th, 2005
By Paul Samyn and Mia Rabson

	


OTTAWA -- A long-awaited report commissioned by U.S. President George W. Bush's environmental adviser on Devils Lake has failed to end the debate on whether the outlet poses any threat to Manitoba's waterways. 

While Canada and Manitoba were quick to claim the study released yesterday by the White House's Council on Environmental Quality demonstrated the need for better filters at the controversial diversion, North Dakota was claiming vindication. 

"It pretty much confirms that the outlet doesn't pose a threat downstream in Canada,'' Don Canton, spokesman for North Dakota Gov. John Hoeven, said in an interview. 

The biological survey of 300 fish taken from Devils Lake in July came as the transboundary water dispute between Canada and the United States was raging. 

At the time, Canada and Manitoba were pushing for a filter to be built at the outlet to prevent potentially harmful biota from flowing into the Red River Basin and north into Lake Winnipeg. At the 11th hour of the dispute, as Hoeven prepared to turn on the outlet, a temporary sand filter was built at the outlet. 

The White House report makes no mention of any risks the outlet may pose to Manitoba although it suggests further studies may be need to be conducted at different times of the year. 

However, Manitoba produced its own report on the test results which concluded "not unexpectedly, this brief survey of biota in Devils and Stump lakes identified some differences in the biological communities compared to Lake Winnipeg and its contributing basin." 

While the 12 invasive species Manitoba was concerned about, such as zebra mussels, were not found in Devils Lake, there are four types of blue-green algae and three fish parasites which have not yet been found in Lake Winnipeg. 

Water Stewardship Minister Steve Ashton said "the results today vindicate Manitoba's concerns." 

Ashton said Manitoba will now pressure the Canadian government to expedite negotiations with the Americans to build a permanent filter. 

"The key issue here is better safe than sorry," Ashton said. 

Premier Gary Doer said while the test results didn't answer every question they were still worth doing. 

"We know a lot more information than we have before,'' Doer said. 

paul.samyn@freepress.mb.ca 



© 2005 Winnipeg Free Press. All Rights Reserved.

