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Native leaders want input in water management
Thursday, October 20th, 2005
	


MANITOBA'S lakes and rivers are a sacred resource that shouldn't be exploited for economic gain, says the head of the Southern Chiefs' Organization. 

"Water is the lifeblood of Mother Earth," said Chris Henderson. "It is essential to all life, not just ourselves." 

The SCO is hosting a two-day conference looking at ways of protecting the province's water resources. Indigenous water rights, the impact of hydro-electric dams and the state of the fishery will be among the topics. 

Henderson said of particular concern is the health of Lake Winnipeg. The province's largest lake is slowly deteriorating after decades of being overloaded with phosphorus from farm runoff, sewage and industrial waste. 

"We recognize there is a problem, and we have a responsibility to do something about it," Henderson said. 

He said he hopes the conference will convince the provincial and federal governments to give aboriginal people a greater say in water management issues. 

To make their point, organizers have brought in world-renowned environmentalist David Suzuki. 

Suzuki, who was the featured speaker yesterday, said future wars in the Middle East and other areas of the globe will be fought over water, not oil. 

"We can live without oil, we can't live without water," Suzuki told a press conference. 

Suzuki was also critical of the Doer government's plans to resurrect the Conawapa project, a 1,250-megawatt dam on the Nelson River that would be the second largest generating station in the province. 

It's estimated it could cost as much as $10-billion to build. 

"We need to use alternative energy sources and get off this kick that we've got to have these great big projects that governments love so much," Suzuki said. 

Instead, Suzuki said a government should look to a mix of sources that would incorporate micro-hydro dams with wind, solar and geothermal energy. 
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