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SIERRA CLUB OF CANADA WELCOMES  FEDERAL KYOTO PLAN :

 URGES ACCELERATED IMPLEMENTATION

(OTTAWA) With the release of "Moving Forward on Climate Change - A Plan to Honour our Kyoto Commitment", the federal government today firmly and unequivocally acknowledged its commitment to meet Canada's Kyoto target and outlined how it would achieve it.

"We finally have a revamped plan to reach the Kyoto target that understands that measures taken now must lead to much larger greenhouse gas reductions in the future," said Elizabeth May, Executive Director of the Sierra Club of Canada.  "All political parties in this minority Parliament with a commitment to Kyoto must ensure the rapid roll-out of the measures, particularly the regulation of greenhouse gases under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, if Canada is to have any hope of reaching Kyoto targets."

While the Sierra Club of Canada applauded the plan as representing concrete progress on climate change, the group highlighted the failure to force the largest polluters in Canada to bear a fair share of the target.  "Promises made to polluters by former Prime Minister Chrétien continue to undermine the government's Kyoto efforts," said Elizabeth May.

The organization noted as positive and welcomed elements of the plan that:

"
Contain new and exciting initiatives;

"
Will use regulation, and not just voluntary efforts;

"
Dramatically expand the role of wind, solar and other renewables;

"
Create an incentive to provincial governments to take up their responsibilities through the partnership fund;

"
Anticipate an ambitious (admittedly high-risk) climate fund using market pressures to deliver low cost carbon reductions;

"
Set a commitment from automakers to reduce carbon from the auto fleet, which Minister Efford has confirmed will be regulated if carmakers miss any part of their target;

"
Signal a willingness to expand the use of ecological fiscal reform, particularly through measures such as fee bates,  and;

"
 Allow for fine-tuning.

The "good news" of the plan is set against the reduced targets for the biggest polluters. With an overall target of 270 megatonnes, the industries responsible for half of Canada's greenhouse gas emissions have a target of only 39 Megatonnes.

"Once again, the richest and largest polluters in Canada have used their economic power to avoid doing their duty to future generations. They should be ashamed," said John Bennett, Sierra Club of Canada.

The Sierra Club of Canada will continue to study today's plan as it unfolds and issue its annual report on Canada's Kyoto commitment in December.
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