Manitoba Clean Environment Commission 

305-155 Carlton St. 

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 3H8 

CANADA
March 6, 2007

RE: Scope of Sustainability Review of Manitoba Hog Industry

The following are my recommendations/input to the scoping process for the Manitoba Hog-industry sustainability review:

1. Expand scope of CEC review to include all agriculture in Manitoba, because limiting the review to the hog-industry pre-supposes the hog industry will be part of a sustainable Manitoba agriculture and food system, which biases process and unnecessarily limits its usefulness in creating a healthy and sustainable society in Manitoba.

2. Review the agricultural and environmental policy- and decision-making process (e.g., how was the decision to hold the review made?  How are agricultural policy goals determined?  How could Manitoba citizens/consumers be involved in setting goals for their agriculture and food system, i.e., what kinds of foods do citizens/consumers want to eat that could be produced locally.  This type of goal-setting process should form the basis of Manitoba’s agricultural and food policies).

3. Ensure concerns over drought in the prairies (see Dr. David Schindler, University of Alberta, on this issue) are included in the agriculture and food system sustainability review process.

4. Take into account considerations of peak oil and climate change when considering sustainability (i.e. shorten polluting and unsustainable supply chains).

5. Consider potential of urban agriculture to displace need for imported food from outside Winnipeg and other municipalities in Manitoba.

6. Take into consideration animal welfare and rights in reviewing agriculture and food system.

7. Look at linkages between organic food, non-organic food, and health (e.g., cancer rates).

I hope that the foregoing will aid in the development of a healthy and sustainable agriculture and food system for all Manitobans.  I look forward to the CEC’s report on the scoping meetings.

Yours Sincerely,

Andrew Basham, Leader

Green Party of Manitoba

202-180 Market Ave. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0P7

1-204-488-2831

leader@greenparty.mb.ca
