Hog plant opponents team up
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TWO provincial political parties, four environmentalist organizations and 10 city council candidates opposed to the OlyWest hog plant have joined forces with two groups that have been fighting the hog consortium since April.

The Concerned Citizens Coalition and the OlyOpp Group of St. Boniface businesses opposed to the proposed hog-processing facility have formed a new coalition called the OlyOpp Alliance.

The coalition includes the provincial Liberal and Green parties, the Winnipeg Humane Society and a slate of civic election candidates previously endorsed by the OlyOpp Group, which includes mayoral challenger Marianne Cerilli and St. Boniface council contender Dan Vandal.

"We're broadening our base of support," said Alliance spokesman Ed Shinewald, president of Melet Plastics, a St. Boniface Industrial Park operation that plans to expand in the U.S. if the OlyWest hog plant goes ahead.

"All of these groups have different views, but we're all against having a hog-slaughtering plant at the end of Mazenod (Road)."

Shinewald invited Winnipeggers to download the Alliance's new logo at www.nowinnipig.net.


Click here..

The city and province have approved $31 million in financial incentives for the $200-million OlyWest plant, which still requires approval from the provincial Clean Environment Commission. The OlyOpp Alliance wants the plant to be stopped.

As well, the Green Party of Winnipeg, which has fielded a slate of six candidates in Winnipeg's civic election, said in a statement that the OlyOpp Group created "some confusion" by only endorsing one Green candidate when in fact all six are opposed to the hog plant.
