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New opportunities for young people to work, live and play in Manitoba

http://www.mb.ndp.ca/index.php?q=newsArticle&articlePageID=96
May 7, 2007—Today’s NDP will create 4,000 new apprenticeship training opportunities, introduce Manitoba’s first-ever new media tax credit, and work with community leaders to make Manitoba an even more attractive place for young people to live, work and play, Premier Gary Doer announced today.

“Manitoba has seen a net gain in young people over the past seven years,” the premier said. “Education has always been our top economic priority and it’s a vision we share with business. By expanding education and training opportunities, by creating the jobs of the future in areas like biotechnology, and by investing in the renewal of downtown Winnipeg, we have seen that Manitoba is once again an attractive place to live, work and play for young people.”

Manitoba has reversed the net loss of 2,600 young Manitobans in the 1990s with a net gain of 3,300 young people since 1999. The new tuition rebate, more career opportunities and growing immigration will help Manitoba attract even more young people, Doer added.

A re-elected NDP will invest just over $12 million to lead the way on three key priorities:

Work

    * Increase the number of active apprenticeship training spaces by 4,000 over the next four years, creating new opportunities for young people to participate in a growing economy. The new training will cost $10 million once completed.

    * Introduce a new, 40 per cent tax credit for the booming new media sector. The credit would encourage industry growth and attract new producers of media such as video games, computer animation, web development, visual effects, and music and sound processing, building on the success of support for Manitoba’s strong film and television industry. The new credit will be worth $2 million annually. The credit will generate economic spinoffs by creating high-paying jobs and building successful companies.

    * Continue to create the jobs of the future by working in partnership with Manitoba’s rapidly-growing green energy, biotechnology, film and health care sectors.

    * Double the uptake in Manitoba’s Co-operative Education Tax Credit, which supports employers in hiring students, giving them valuable work experience and a foot in the door. Today’s NDP will work with business to increase participation in the program, which was introduced in 2004. This initiative will cost an additional $125,000 annually.

Live

    * New graduates who stay receive a 60 per cent tuition rebate, worth as much as $25,000, to help them to pay down debt or put down roots by purchasing a home.

    * Homeowners and renters would each save an average of $250 annually as part of a new plan to further reduce education property taxes.

    * Manitoba would continue to be an affordable place to live, with the some of the lowest costs in Canada for housing, child care, auto insurance and hydro electricity.

Play

    * New support for arts and culture in downtown Winnipeg, building on current support for Manitoba’s thriving arts and cultural sectors.

    * New investments in downtown business and housing in Winnipeg, continuing the resurgence and building on investments such as Red River College’s new campus, the Millennium Library, MTS Centre, Waterfront Drive and the new Manitoba Hydro building.

    * New recreation opportunities created by $60 million recreation fund, investments in parks, camping and cottaging, and new protection for sensitive ecological treasures such as the proposed UNESCO heritage site on the East Side of Lake Winnipeg.

“Our strong economy, our resurging downtown and our commitment to training will help us to keep creating hope and opportunity for young Manitobans,” the premier said. “We have been working to build Manitoba by supporting exciting projects like the MTS Centre. Today’s NDP supported the MTS Centre, the Tories and Liberals voted against it. We have the vision and track record to keep moving Manitoba forward.”

Doer said the new media industry is a prime example of how the jobs of the future are growing right here in Manitoba. The video game development industry has grown more than five-fold during the last two years, putting the province fourth in Canada after British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec. The new tax credit will build on new media support including the Interactive Digital Media Fund and the advanced 3D Animation Training diploma at Red River College.

Other rapidly growing sectors include:

    * One of Canada’s fastest growing biotechnology sectors—with four per cent of the country’s population, Manitoba is now home to eight per cent of Canada’s biotechnology activity.

    * Growing clean and green energy industries, thanks to new investments in wind power, geothermal energy, biodiesel and ethanol fuels and hydrogen fuel cell transportation.

BACKGROUNDER - NEW MEDIA INDUSTRY

What is new media?

Video game development, computer animation, interactive CD-Rom and DVD software, web-based interactive software, music and sound processing software.

    * Manitoba’s video game industry has grown by more than five-fold in the last two years.

    * There are more than 230 digital media companies in Manitoba, with a particular expertise in 2-D and 3-D computer animation, web development, visual effects, CD-Rom and software development, and music/sound processing.

    * Manitoba is home to the 4th largest new media sector in Canada, after BC, Ontario and Quebec.

    * In February 2007, the International Game Developers Association opened a Winnipeg chapter.

    * The new information and communications technology workforce is relatively young, with 65 per cent in the 25 to 44 year old range.

    * Manitoba is very competitive in the global new media industry. According to the KPMG Competitive Alternatives Study (2004), Winnipeg has among the lowest costs of doing business for research and development intensive Advanced Software Design firms, more competitive than Montreal, Calgary, Ottawa, Vancouver, Toronto, Minneapolis and even Riverside CA.

The province has supported the new media industry by:

    * Establishing a 1-year advanced 3D Animation Training diploma at Red River College, including capital funding.

    * Investing in the $300,000 Manitoba Interactive Digital Media Fund which provides grant assistance with production, professional development and marketing.

    * Creating the Manitoba New Media Production Grant, which provides a grant on eligible Manitoba labour, through the digital media fund.

    * Investing $350,000 through the Winnipeg Partnership Agreement in the three year Fortune Cat (video) Games Studio Incubator.

