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Moving forward with downpayment on east-west power grid

http://www.mb.ndp.ca/index.php?q=newsArticle&articlePageID=100
May 9, 2007—Today’s NDP is pledging $40 million for a downpayment towards building an east-west power grid, a project that will boost Manitoba’s economy, reduce harmful emissions and build the nation by improving Canada’s energy security and reliability, Premier Gary Doer announced today.

“Our vision of an east-west power grid is one that is gaining support across the country,” the premier said.

“It is a vision that will build Manitoba’s economy by expanding our clean energy exports and supporting the development of new green energy projects, such as hydroelectricity and wind. A grid will allow us to bring more renewable energy to market across the country, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by displacing coal.”

Today’s NDP will set aside $40 million as a downpayment on the development of an east-west power grid. The funding will come from the ecoTrust fund and will support initial planning and development activities—the first steps in developing a grid, Doer said, noting the NDP took the same approach five years ago when expanding the Red River Floodway.

“Like expanding the floodway, building an east-west power grid is a massive undertaking that will require working together with other governments,” he said. “Making a commitment to start planning and designing a grid signals our intention to move forward with our vision of powering the nation with renewable, reliable energy that is made in Manitoba.”

Doer said when it comes to managing Manitoba’s hydro and renewable energy resources, it is important to keep moving forward, not back, noting:

    * In 1999, the Tories left office—and left Manitoba with no renewable energy vision. The Conawapa hydroelectric generating station sat in mothballs, there were no plans for wind development, and no strategy to deal with climate change.

    * In 2007, Today’s NDP is a recognized leader on climate change and the province has risen to first in the country on energy efficiency. Manitoba is a leading voice in Canada on the building of an east-west power grid, Conawapa is back in development, and Manitoba’s first wind farm is in operation.

    * In 2010, Manitoba will have one of Canada’s first biodiesel mandates in place, and will be home to a growing number of biodiesel plants and wind farms. The Wuskwatim hydroelectric generating station will be on its way to completion (2012), and planning for Conawapa will be well underway.

The premier said building a grid will help Manitoba sell more power to its Canadian neighbours. At present, the majority of the major transmission routes run south into the United States.

“In a country as large as Canada, it makes sense for us to build a grid so we can help power our neighbours, increase the country’s energy supply and security, while boosting our own economies,” Doer said. “The grid is an important nation-building project, like the National Railway and Trans-Canada Hwy before it, and we will work with other governments to move this forward.”

The premier noted that building our hydro resources, increasing energy export capacity and keeping Manitoba Hydro publicly owned will help Manitoba maintain the competitive advantage of having among the lowest electricity rates in North America.

“Hydro is an economic opportunity to be developed and shared by all Manitobans. That is why we are committed to ensuring that Manitoba Hydro is never privatized,” he said.

“We know there are naysayers, like the Tories, who don’t share our vision. The NDP faced the same opposition years ago when they built Limestone, but today it is an unqualified success. We share the vision of our predecessors and are determined to move it forward for the benefit for all Manitobans.”

Doer said when it comes to building Manitoba, Today’s NDP has the track record of turning dreams into reality. Over the past seven years, the NDP has been involved in building and modernizing major infrastructure projects including:

    * MTS Centre.

    * Downtown Red River College campus.

    * The Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

    * Manitoba Hydro’s downtown headquarters.

    * Millennium Library.

    * The Red River Floodway.

    * The Health Sciences Centre.

    * The Brandon Regional Health Centre.

    * St. Leon wind farm.

    * Wuskwatim hydro generating station.

