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May 25, 2006

Honourable Stan Struthers

Minister of Conservation

Room 330 Legislative Building

450 Broadway

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0V8

Dear Minister Struthers:

We are writing to express our concern at the delay in the necessary pre-requisites to World Heritage Site designation: permanent protection of the nominated lands.  

We have been encouraged by the commitments made by the Manitoba government to date. We congratulate your government on the decision to stop the plans for a hydropower transmission corridor on Manitoba’s East Side. We agree that there is no economic benefit to the First Nations and Aboriginal communities of this region from such a proposal. There is high economic, cultural, and ecological value to retaining large intact areas on Manitoba’s East Side. 

We have also valued your voiced support for a World Heritage Site as nominated by the Protected Area Accord First Nations. As you are aware, NRDC activists have sent thousands of letters in support of the World Heritage Site and the protections requested by the Poplar River, Pauingassi and Little Grand Rapids First Nations. To date over 80,000 letters have been sent to you supporting interim protection for the traditional lands of the Pauingassi and Little Grand Rapids First Nations. As of today, activists will be voicing their support for permanent protection of Poplar River First Nation traditional lands as the Asatiwisipe Aki Protected Traditional Lands.

We anticipate congratulating your government this spring when you act on the formal request for permanent protection for the area identified in their completed land use plan. It is an exciting product, from a community that knows what its goals are and works to achieve them. The formal written request of Pauingassi and Little Grand Rapids for interim protection also awaits your action. The land use planning process has already started in these First Nations and the certainty provided by interim protection will increase the likelihood of success. These steps will help put your government’s commitment to the World Heritage Site into practice.

We look forward to further opportunities to support movement in Manitoba towards a World Heritage Site and to support the community-led land use planning and lands management initiatives in communities such as Poplar River, Pauingassi and Little Grand Rapids First Nations. 

Sincerely,
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Susan Casey-Lefkowitz

Director, Canada Projects

CC: Honourable Gary Doer, Honourable Eric Robinson, Honourable David Chomiak
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