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September 25, 2003

Terry Duguid, Chair

Manitoba Clean Environment Commission

305 - 155 Carlton Street 

Winnipeg Manitoba, R3C 3H8

Canada 

Fax: 204-945-0090

RE:
Proceeding in regard to license application for Wuskwatim generating station and transmission line (public registry numbers 4724 and 4725); Motion by Pimicikamak filed July 24, 2003

Dear Mr. Duguid:

This letter is to register the support of Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) for the motion brought by Pimicikamak to have, in the above proceeding, a broad review of the hydro project which is known as the Churchill River Diversion, Lake Winnipeg Regulation, and Nelson River works and operations. NRDC's legal and campaign work is directly involved in both boreal protection and natural resources related trade, and thus NRDC and our half million members have a direct interest in the outcome of this motion and its review.

NRDC is a private, not-for-profit environmental advocacy organization in the United States, with over 550,000 members and offices in New York, Washington, D.C., San Francisco and Los Angeles. We have worked with partners on the protection of Canadian forests for over ten years and have been involved in several major campaigns regarding the export of resources from Canada to the United States, including the softwood lumber trade dispute. During this time, we have built our expertise in the environmental and human rights implications of Canada-U.S. trade in products coming from natural resources development in Canada, including industries that, when subsidized by the government, fail to internalize the often heavy environmental and social costs. In June, we visited northern Manitoba, including Pimicikamak territory, to examine some of the impacts of the hydro project and to speak with indigenous leaders and elders about the hydro project impacts on their lives. NRDC is engaging in a cooperative effort with Canadian partners to ensure that U.S. consumption of products from Canada’s boreal forest does not drive destruction of one of the world’s largest remaining intact forest landscapes.
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The motion by Pimicikamak for an assessment and review that considers the industrial hydropower development complex is reasonable and should be accepted by the Commission. 

The Wuskwatim proposal is part of a larger industrial hydropower complex and an environmental assessment can only be accurate when it examines the already existing parts of that complex as well as potential future additions. In addition, the Commission should examine the full range of environmental, social and cultural impacts, costs and risks that would result from the proposed changes to the hydro project.

We understand that an assessment and review will provide the basis for CEC recommendations on appropriate environmental management of effects of the hydro project. Such recommendations should account for environmental and related costs and impacts. To the extent the recommendations are implemented, this implementation should address negative impacts and take costs into account through remediation, mitigation and avoidance. This type of full cost accounting, including the environmental and social costs, will hopefully avoid future subsidization of Manitoba Hydro electricity sales to the United States.

The Pimicikamak motion is a reasonable and legitimate action that seeks to ensure the acquisition and disclosure of necessary information for the purposes of improved environmental management. As such, the Pimicikamak motion is in the public interest and we hope that the Commission will accept this motion and conduct the broader environmental assessment as requested by Pimicikamak.

 We ask that you make this letter available to the participants in the proceeding, and further that you forward this letter to Manitoba Conservation staff for placement on the public registry. 

Please contact me at 202-289-2366 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Susan Casey-Lefkowitz

Senior Attorney

cc. 

The Honourable Steve Ashton, Minister of Conservation

The Honourable Gary Doer, Premier
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