FIRST NATION WATER CONTAMINATED

No Boil Water Order at Nelson House. Who is responsible? 

Nelson House Justice Seekers are alarmed by inaction on the contaminated drinking water crisis on the Nelson House Reserve outside of Thompson, Manitoba. Since the Spring of 2004 an outbreak of the gastro-intestinal disorders strongly suspected from contaminated drinking water have broken out on the reserve. A number of people have become seriously ill with some having to be hospitalized. Many have been inflicted with serious symptoms of bloody diarrhea, abdominal cramps, nausea, headaches and fevers. More are coming forward on daily basis and concern is raised as to why these cases are not being reported to the proper authorities and action taken.

Water samples from resident cisterns and the community water supply after testing by Enviro-Test Labs of Winnipeg revealed unacceptable high levels of e-coli bacteria, coliform and heterotrophic plate counts (HPC’s) - which measure bacteria in the water. Funding provided to Nelson House Chief and Council – to clean and disinfect household cisterns has not resulted in regular cleaning.  The close proximity of the community’s sewage outflow and the drinking water intake locations, and the quality water treatment, are also of great concern.  

Justice Seekers has repeatedly tried to get the water, sewer and health crisis in the community addressed. No response was received from an August 26, 2004 letter to Mary Blais, Acting Regional Director General of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), “requesting that immediate action be taken to address a severe health crisis in our community that is being caused by contaminated water caused by sewage and fecal matter entering our drinking water”.  

In the September 15, 2004 edition of the Winnipeg Free Press local health authorities insisted the Nelson House drinking water was safe. Subsequently, announcements over the Nelson House radio station and a posted public notice stated that “Our Water is Safe to Drink”.

Despite the Winnipeg Free Press September 25, 2004 article “Reserve gets order to boil water: Nelson House samples show E.coli bacteria contamination”, as of September 28th  no boil water advisory has been issued to all community residents. People have not been officially notified of the potential health hazard. 

Justice Seekers spokesperson Carol Kobliski says “this serious health crisis in our community is being treated as a minor political disagreement by our Chief and Council as they try to downplay the problem and shift blame. We are very fearful that band officials and federal authorities will only do superficial testing of our drinking water, and try to downplay the severity of the situation. We are also afraid that another Walkerton or North Battleford tragedy may happen here.”  

Justice Seekers is requesting independent thorough testing of Nelson House drinking water for e-coli, cryptosporidium and giardia parasites and bacteria. Nelson House band members must have direct access to the test results. Kobliski insists that independent testing “must be accompanied by a thorough investigation addressing what is causing the contaminated drinking water in the community with immediate action taken to protect the health of our people”. “How can Chief Primrose and our Council purchase a VLT building for over $1 million dollars from band funds and say they have no money to properly maintain our sewer and water?” Kobliski added. 

For Further Information Contact: 

Carol Kobliski at 1-204-484-2594

