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WUSKWATIM HEARINGS NO LONGER A PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS
 Participants may be forced out of the public review process all together 

 “Hydro has been given timeline extensions twice while the CEC has denied participants the same courtesy to review thousands of pages from Hydro. We’re effectively being forced out by a double standard.” Says Vern Anderson of the Association for the Displaced Residents of South Indian Lake, representing over 400 Nelson House (NCN) band members.  

Anderson added. "We were denied having over 140 questions on the proposed Wuskwatim Agreement tabled for the hearings because we missed a filing deadline caused by Hydro not providing us with information we should have been given as hearing participants. Is this fair?   Clearly, this compromises the integrity of the Wuskwatim review process and possibly the CEC."

Many of the public participants say the ruling by the CEC on January 19 was the last straw in a flawed process. Representatives will be available for comment outside the CEC hearing in room 4 on the main floor at the Convention Centre on Friday, January 23rd at 12:00 pm.

Participants were given 2 1/2 business days to review and analyse, which issues and questions Hydro had addressed or not addressed and to formulate arguments and evidence on what information is relevant to this entire Wuskwatim proceeding and what should be disclosed for public consideration. Manitoba Hydro has still not provided answers to all the questions from the CEC review.

“This is a public review process. By law it is conducted to ensure that the public is heard and concerns addressed. Unless you get this critical input then there is no review at all. It becomes just a rubber stamp” explained Manitoba Metis Federation President David Chartrand. “In the case of the Manitoba Metis Community, which has been affected by past hydroelectric projects and will be affected by Wuskwatim, our families and our way of life have been totally ignored. This is contrary to the Aboriginal Justice Implementation Commission Recommendations, accepted by the Manitoba Government, that say the Metis must be properly and fully consulted and involved.”

 “Let’s not forget that we are talking about an environmental review for Manitoba’s first hydro project decision in twenty years. We are, also, working on Manitoba’s first review ever of a hydro dam-- one that is likely to set a precedent for all future hydro projects.” says Gaile Whelan Enns, Manitoba Wildlands Director.  “We fear that the Manitoba government intends to conduct “public-less” environmental reviews.”

The groups say the CEC does not seem to have grasped that its most important role is to make sure information is disclosed to the public and to make sure their recommendations for hydro decisions are based on full disclosure. This is what is needed to decide whether Wuskwatim should be built or not, and if so, under what conditions.

“The point is that none of us knows what might be affected by this project, because we still haven’t received the full information from Hydro. The reason for a PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS is to provide safeguards,” says Don Sullivan of Boreal Forest Network. 

“It doesn’t matter how many pieces of paper have been filed by Hydro, the Province and Federal government departments - what matters is that those pieces of paper still don’t say what the effects of this Wuskwatim project are.  The Province and Manitoba Hydro are shoving the public out of the way to meet their own agenda,” stated Greg McIvor of Trapline 18. 

These same issues were raised before the CEC last summer says Kate Kempton, legal council to Pimicikamac. “We implored the CEC back then to state clearly and specifically what information is relevant, and what needs to be disclosed. That’s why this latest ruling by the CEC is the last straw. We all tried very hard to get information we need from Hydro over the last few months.” The CEC has ignored an appeal from the public, and has created a Commission run by Hydro and the Premiers’ office. 
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When:


12:00 pm   January 23/2004

Where:

Convention Centre outside of Room 4 – Main Floor

Contact:
            (204) 999-4389
This press release is submitted on behalf of the following public participants to the Wuskwatim CEC review process:

Boreal Forest Network

Manitoba Wildlands

Displaced Residents of South Indian Lake

Manitoba Future Forest Alliance

Manitoba Metis Federation

Trapline 18
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