Second OlyWest poll pried out of city hall
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By Mary Agnes Welch

THERE'S a new twist to the saga of Mayor Sam Katz's hog-plant poll: There's two polls instead of one and they cost taxpayers more than $16,000.

"It was like pulling hen's teeth getting it out of them," said David Hedman, an OlyWest opponent who has been battling the city for the polls for seven months.

Hedman received a second batch of polling data earlier this week, ending the most bizarre access to information battle city hall has waged against a citizen in some time.

In the latest document, questions related to the mayor's approval rating and city hall's financial performance were blacked out, just as they were in the first poll the city released to Hedman last month.

The queries that remained involved only the OlyWest hog plant and were mostly repeats of similar questions asked in the first survey.

More than $16,000

One question pegged support for the controversial hog plant at 41 per cent and opposition at 45 per cent of the 600 Winnipeggers surveyed.

The invoices for the polls total more than $16,000, which was paid for by taxpayers.

The first poll was conducted in May and surveyed only St. Boniface residents about their views on OlyWest and Katz's performance as mayor.

The second poll was conducted later in May and surveyed the city as a whole. The city only agreed to release the second poll at the prodding of Hamilton and Hedman, who was convinced a second poll existed and should be released as part of his original request.

Hamilton says polls paid for by taxpayers should be public. And she said she expects future requests for polling data won't be met with the same delays and confusion.

"I think we have established a process with the city that will allow releases to occur in a much smoother and quicker manner," said Hamilton.
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