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NEW POWER GRID
MATT GALLOWAY, ANNOUNCER: As we've been talking about the Prime Minister was in town today giving millions to this province. The lion's share of that $1.5 billion earmarked for transit. More than $500 million though will pay for a power transmission grid to connect Ontario with neighbouring province's power. Mark Winfield is the Director of Environmental Governance for the Pembina Institute. He's on the line now to talk about this new plan and whether it's a good idea. Mark, hello.

MARK WINFIELD, DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE, PEMBINA INSTITUTE: Good afternoon.

GALLOWAY: This ecotrust announcement is big news for Ontario. How would this power grid actually work?

WINFIELD: Well it's a bit ambiguous in terms of what's actually in the announcement. The expectation is that it will involve construction of east-west power grid connections, particularly to Quebec in the east and there seems to be some particular attention being given to the potential for a connection with Manitoba in the west as well.

GALLOWAY: And this would help provide power to Southern Ontario.

WINFIELD: That would be the idea. The problem particularly from Manitoba and the project which comes up, most often this context is something called kenopua [sp] on the Nelson River in northern Manitoba is that there really is not a good power line connection between Northwestern Ontario and Southern Ontario. So it will be a fairly major project to build a power line to make that connection which would allow Ontario to access the power from Northern Manitoba.

GALLOWAY: A fairly major chunk of change allocated for this 500 and some million dollars. Is it a good idea?

WINFIELD: Well that's a good question and we need to see more details in terms of what specifically is being contemplated. The reality is that in fact that if we were to attempt to build a high capacity line from Northern Manitoba to Southern Ontario it would actually cost substantially more than that. The estimates - actually the cost run into the billions. So there's quite some significant questions about whether this is such a good idea.

Connections to Quebec probably make much more sense in the short-term because it's much less distance, the routes are established and there are projects moving ahead in Quebec which would make sense to try and access the power from.

GALLOWAY: But the point of this, in addition to supplying power to Southern Ontario which seems to use an awful lot of it, is that we in Southern Ontario could get rid of some of our coal-fired generating plants and help reduce greenhouse gases, yes?

WINFIELD: Well the coal plant phase-out is actually largely in hand, it's really become a question of when as opposed to if. There are already a number of gas-fired power plants coming into service and there's also been some progress on the renewable side. So the coal phase-out is moving ahead.

GALLOWAY: Could this expedite the process?

WINFIELD: Not that much. Um, particularly the western connection to Manitoba would be a multi-year project and may in fact take longer than the current scheduled phase-out for the coal which is somewhere around 2014. I think this does have implications though in terms of longer term electricity supply options for Ontario. What it could potentially replace is actually nuclear and indeed there has been, already, some discussion of the possibility that imports would eliminate the need for some of the new build or refurbishment of nuclear plants long-term in Ontario, either by providing replacement power or perhaps even more strategically actually imports from Quebec, for example, as back-up for wind power in Ontario.

GALLOWAY: So is that what's green about this because I'm having difficulty - if it doesn't affect the coal-generating plants at all I'm trying to figure out what's green about this announcement?

WINFIELD: Well it does potentially open the door to accessing - again given the lack of detail at this stage it's hard to say.

GALLOWAY: Right.

WINFIELD: But it does open the door to being able to access hydro from Quebec or Manitoba in the long-term and among other things that would potentially enable us to integrate more wind power for example, into the Ontario system. In the way they do it in Germany where they've integrated in fact they've got more wind capacity than they have nuclear- we have nuclear capacity in Ontario.

GALLOWAY: Would it have been better from your prospective just to spend the $580 odd million dollars on other energy sources on wind power or co-generation?

WINFIELD: Well I think in the short-term that may well have made sense as a strategy. I mean there's certainly an enormous potential to do energy efficiency in Ontario. There's also a very large potential to do what's referred to as survey the generation which is wind and also co-generation and industrial and commercial facilities. And in fact to have a large number of smaller facilities in Southern Ontario which are generating electricity and thereby eliminate the need for doing the long distance transmission lines altogether. Certainly that would have to be put on the table as an alternative to the east-west connection to Manitoba in particular. Some of the Quebec work is already moving ahead.

GALLOWAY: We will look for the details in the plan. In the meantime, Mark, good speaking with you.

WINFIELD: Thank you.

GALLOWAY: Cheers. Mark Winfield is the Director of Environmental Governance for the Pembina Institute.
