Polarizing Arctic debate
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Ottawa -- Americans and their government share former prime minister John Turner's concern for Alaska's wildlife (Killing The Drilling Is A Must -- Aug. 16). But Mr. Turner obscures common interests in order to polarize the debate over the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR).

It is rare in public policy that an issue "doesn't lend itself to a compromise." This is certainly not true in environmental protection. Forty years of technical improvements have vastly decreased the energy industry's environmental footprint.

In establishing ANWR, Congress deferred decisions regarding the energy potential of the coastal plain. It is now considering opening that part of the refuge -- the so-called 1002 area -- to oil and gas exploration in a manner that would protect its ecological resources. Most of the Inupiat native group living there support oil and gas development. Estimates indicate that no more than 2,000 of ANWR's 19 million acres would be disturbed.

Oil and gas deposits in ANWR are thought to be on the far western edge of the extensive caribou birthing grounds. Living around Prudhoe Bay, another caribou herd has increased significantly since oil and gas development began there.

With regard to "three long-standing international agreements," those agreements commit our governments to conserve and protect wildlife, something the United States has done for more than 100 years and will continue to do.

We, too, are concerned about polar bears and they are protected by law in the United States. In Canada, native groups hunt as many as 700 polar bears each year, and may sell these rights to trophy hunters. U.S. natives hunt only about 100 each year for subsistence and may not sell the hunting rights.
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