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Press Release

May 4, 2006


Sierra Club forest management database exposes 

Manitoba's poor protected areas performance

(Ottawa) - The Sierra Club of Canada today unveiled its new and improved National Forest Strategy database, which this year includes grades and a best practices layer. The database provides a revealing picture of forestry practices in Manitoba.

The report card database documents and evaluates the progress of provincial government commitments under the 2003 - 2005 National Forest Strategy (NFS), a national road map for more ecologically and socially sustainable forest management.  The NFS was developed in a national process a process that included industry, small woodlot owners, academics, Aboriginal communities, environmental organizations and governments.

The database now also includes a best practices layer that highlights progressive industrial and small scale forest management initiatives across the country, as well as provincial/territorial progressive forest management policies.

"The database accurately reflects regressive forest stewardship policies and failure to deliver the National Forest Strategy in Manitoba" noted Gaile Whelan Enns, Director, Manitoba Wildlands.

One of the most notable sections in which Manitoba fared poorly was the Completion of a Network of Protected Areas theme. The report card identifies that there has been no increase in representation of natural regions in Manitoba since 1999, and that the Manitoba government Protected Areas Action Plan expired in early 2003 and has not been updated, despite commitments from the Minister of Conservation to do so. Industrial resource extraction activities in allocated forest ecosystems are failing to adequately protect habitat for wildlife species such as woodland caribou, thus heightening the need for protected forest areas in Manitoba’s allocated and unallocated boreal forest regions.

"This database provides comprehensive information for Canadians to compare forest practices in their part of the country to what is going on elsewhere," said Rachel Plotkin, the National Forests and Biodiversity campaigner for the Sierra Club, and the database's architect. "It also illustrates trends in poor forest management-for the most part, provinces and territories are falling short when it comes to developing and implementing strong policies to maintain natural species diversity and protect intact and old growth forest areas."

Species such as woodland caribou, which depend upon old boreal, intact forests, are declining across the country. "But the best practices layer shows that progressive forestry is possible, even at the industrial scale, and we hope that the laggards will join the leaders before too long.” Plotkin added.

“Manitoba's government has an immediate opportunity to improve its standing under the National Forest Strategy, which it signed. The ministers responsible need to act this spring on requests for protected areas status from  First Nations involved in the east side World Heritage Site nomination, - which our government also supports," concluded Whelan Enns.

To view the database, visit: www.sierraforestwatch.ca 

For more information, contact:

Rachel Plotkin, Forests and Biodiversity Program, Sierra Club of Canada, (613) 241-4611.

Gaile Whelan Enns, Director, Manitoba Wildlands, (204) 981-3783 cell, or 204-947-3400
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