Minister's Speaking Notes
11:00 A.M. Announcement: Jennifer And Tom Shay Ecological Reserve, Beaudry Provincial Park Lease Exchange And Chitek Lake Park Reserve Extension
Room 254, Manitoba Legislature

Minister's Opening Remarks
Special guests, ladies and gentlemen, welcome.  We are gathered here this morning to announce three accomplishments.  Two focus on our efforts to protect examples of our scarce river bottom forests, one along the red river and the other along the Assiniboine River.

These forests have experienced significant impacts over the years, as a few photos scattered in the room attest.  In the late 1800s and early 1900s, trees were cut to feed steamship boilers.  Settlements and farms also followed along the rivers.  Each development has left its mark, but here and there pockets of forest were left to heal and grow back in response to the small and occasionally large natural annual flood cycles.

Today, we are announcing the recognition and protection of two sites that were preserved by their owners and passed to us for future generations.

Shay site
The Jennifer and Tom Shay ecological reserve is located along the east bank of the red river 3.5 km south of St. Adolphe.  The 1997 flood of the century defeated their valiant attempt to protect the Shay home.  Rebuilding would have meant significantly damaging their beloved forest; so the Shays accepted the compensation offered.

When department staff became aware of the acquisition of this property, a suggestion that it become an ecological reserve quickly became obvious in light of dr. Jennifer Shay's role in creating Manitoba’s ecological reserves program in 1973.

As Manitoba’s 18th ecological reserve, the Jennifer and Tom Shay ecological reserve will protect for future generations this prime example of river bottom forest and honour the key roles in ecology and heritage protection provided by both Jennifer and Tom Shay.

Beaudry site
Mr. Marcel Taillieu owns land along the north bank of the Assiniboine River, on the western edge of Beaudry Provincial Park.  In 1998 he approached Manitoba about the possibility of exchanging the portion of his land along the river for some agricultural land in Beaudry Provincial Park.   After much discussion, both within and outside government, an agreement was reached to exchange leases to our respective parcels.

Today, i am pleased to announce that the exchange of leases has been concluded.  The agreement calls for adding Mr. Taillieu's land to Beaudry provincial park, and designating it a backcountry land use category free from logging, mining and hydroelectric development as are the other river bottom forest lands of the park.  This park designation will occur some time next year after the necessary legal surveys are concluded.

As with the Shays, the land stewarded by Mr. Taillieu will become the heritage of all Manitobans.

Chitek lake park reserve
At this time, I am also pleased to announce that the Chitek lake park reserve, first created in 1999 at the urging of the Skownan fist nation, has been extended for a further five years.

Although much progress has been made in the past five years on establishing a provincial park in the area, Skownan first nation asked for more time to allow the results of a more in-depth community review to be incorporated in the overall consultations on the long-term future of this area.

We want good decisions to be made using the best available knowledge, and we are pleased to extend the park reserve designation.

Remarks by Dr. Tom Shay and Mr. Marcel Taillieu
Minister's concluding remarks
Once again, on behalf of Manitobans, I want to thank you Drs Jennifer and Tom Shay and Mr. Taillieu for the care you have given to the lands we are celebrating today.  Today's, and especially Tomorrow's, Manitobans will be the beneficiaries, as will the diversity of life that can be found in our river bottom forest communities.   And, thanks also go to the people of Skownan first nation for the care they have given Chitek lake and its surroundings over the generations.

