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N.D. algae, parasites flowing into Manitoba
Tuesday, November 15th, 2005
WINNIPEG (CP) — A new study says water from Devils Lake, North Dakota does not contain any invasive species of fish or plant life. 

However, the Manitoba government says it remains concerned, because the study found some types of algae and fish parasites that might harm aquatic life in Canada. 

North Dakota started draining water this year from Devils Lake into the Sheyenne River, which empties into the Red River and Lake Winnipeg. Manitoba tried to block the project in the courts, but lost. 

The new study by U.S. and Canadian scientists was aimed at addressing Manitoba’s concerns that the lake water might contaminate Canadian waterways. 

Manitoba Water Stewardship Minister Steve Ashton says the results are encouraging, but he wants the U.S. and Canadian governments to continue negotiations on a new filtration system that could keep algae and parasites from flowing northward. 
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