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Crown drops case against pulp and paper giant
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A hunting guide's battle to prosecute pulp and paper giant Tembec has been shot down by the Justice Department.

The province's justice department has decided not to prosecute the company over allegations it violated provincial guidelines and excessively cut a section of forest in Nopiming Provincial Park

In taking over a private prosecution initiated by Ron Alexander, who operates Bird River Outfitters, and then staying the charges, Crown attorney Sean Brennan told a provincial court judge yesterday prosecuting the company was not in the public's interest.

Brennan said Manitoba Conservation has already enacted several measures against the company including having it report on a weekly basis before cutting any trees.

 The Crown's decision angered Alexander, who had hired a private lawyer to move forward with a private prosecution against the company, claiming it violated sections of the Crown Lands Act and the Manitoba Forest Act when it cut down too many trees at sites near Shoe Lake in both 2003 and 2004.

"They took the prosecution away from me and then they stayed the proceedings," he said.

"We're going to take this to a higher court. And we'll take a suit against the Crown too.

Tory Conservation critic David Faurschou said he's disappointed the Crown dropped the case and that Conservation Minister Stan Struthers hasn't launched an investigation against Tembec.

"To have this result is disappointing," Faurschou said. "It should have come to court, had a day in court, and had disclosure.

An official with Tembec was not available for comment.
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