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Sunday, October 2nd, 2005 

Residents oppose logging company's expansion plan

Rocky Lake popular recreation area

Sunday, October 2nd, 2005
By Helen Fallding

RESIDENTS of a small town north of The Pas have launched a petition campaign to stop Tolko from logging in one of their favourite recreational areas, which is also popular with tourists.

Rocky Lake is a prime fishing spot for the 200 residents of Wanless, about 50 kilometres north of The Pas.

Coun. Dan Davie of the Rural Municipality of Kelsey said people also use the peninsula between Rocky Lake and Atik Lake for snowmobiling, biking, walking, trapping and hunting.

Cutting of jack pine and black spruce for Tolko's sawmill and paper mill would ruin the area for recreation, Davie said.

"It's a nice area we like to go and not have to look at a desolate countryside."

But Tolko forester Doug Hunt said almost every part of the northern Manitoba forest has someone using it, including trappers and lodges.

"If everyone said you can't log in my backyard, we wouldn't have a business here."

He said the company will propose an expansion of the standard 100-metre buffer around the lake and other changes to accommodate all-terrain vehicle and snowmobile trails at a public meeting Tuesday in the Wanless Community Hall.

Hunt said some of the trails local people want to protect are old logging trails from harvesting in the area decades ago.

But Davie said it would have to be a really big buffer before he would consent to it.

He expects a petition circulating in the community to be signed by most residents, except Tolko workers who either support the company's position or are nervous about making their objections public.

The logging, which could start next summer, would provide about 25,000 metres of wood for Tolko's mill -- about 2.5 per cent of the annual harvest.

Troy Werstroh, regional forester for Manitoba Conservation, said areas with critical caribou habitat or special ecological features are removed from the area Tolko is allowed to log.

In most other disputed areas, the government tries to help find the middle road between what the company and local people want, he said.

Werstroh said it's not uncommon to have logging near cottages and lodges, citing Clearwater Lake, which is closer to The Pas.

And he noted that an aging forest is not natural in an area where fires used to regularly renew the forest.
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