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Good morning,


On behalf of my dear wife Jennifer and myself, I want to express our appreciation to you Mr. Minister, the Ecological Reserves Advisory Committee and Helios Hernandez of the Parks Branch, for making this reserve a reality!


We loved our place along the Red River.  We spent 15 wonderful years among the basswood, ash and oak, listening at night to Great Horned owls, sharing bird walks with neighbors and friends, hiking or skiing the woodland trails, watching deer feed on an early morning, waking up to wild turkeys roosting in the trees and seeing an occasional fox and once, coyote loping by.


We were sad to leave but are thrilled that it will become a place for others to study and enjoy in perpetuity.  It means a great deal to us that our land will be preserved in its natural state, mainly because there are so few tracts of river bottom forest left.


For thousands of years, our forest withstood countless floods that bent its riverside trees but enriched is soil.  For thousands of ears, our forest hosted a rich array of birds and other wildlife.  For thousands of years, our forest was home to Aboriginal peoples who used its bounty wisely, yet left scant traces of their passing.


But today is a far different story.  Today, we have used up most of nature’s bounty.  Today our footprints upon the land are massive.

But what of the future?

As an ancient Chinese saying goes:

If you plan for a year, plant rice

If you plan for a decade, plant trees

If you plan for a century, educate humanity

We all have a stake in planning for the future, protecting our natural legacy and educating others.


You might ask, how do I fulfill this responsibility and become a steward and educator?  We can all walk instead of drive, recycle, conserve energy and contribute to environmental causes.  An, we can all teach our families and friends about conservation.  These are but a few of the things we can do.


As we move into the uncertain climate of the 21st Century, we should heed the words of Aldo Leopold.  Born in Iowa and educated at Yale, Aldo Leopold helped establish, in 1924, the first wilderness area in the US.  Today, the Aldo Leopold Center for Sustainable Development carries on his work.  Among his many articles and books on conservation, “A San County Almanac”, first published in 1948, is a classic.  In it he wrote: “We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us.  When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.  There is no other way for land to survive the impact of mechanized man… “  The message?:  Let us treat all land with love and respect.  

Thank You

