NDP Conference Resolution 08-En-04 West Side – BipoleIII

WHEREAS a third transmission line in the province is required to improve the reliability and security of the electrical system in Manitoba; and

WHEREAS the preservation of the boreal forest on the east side of Lake Winnipeg is critical to the protection of the woodland caribou species in the region; and

WHEREAS a transmission line down the west side of Lake Winnipegosis will allow for the protection of a possible United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Site on the east side of Lake Winnipeg; and

WHEREAS the province supports many social and economic development initiatives on the east side of Lake Winnipeg, including the UNESCO nominations, but there is more work to be done; and

WHEREAS the additional export sales from the west side line will more than compensate for the construction costs of the route and allow for the transmission of new renewable electricity from Conawapa; and

WHEREAS the NDP have been the builders of Hydro, and the Tories have been the mothballers of Hydro development in Manitoba.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

the Provincial Government be urged to protect the east side of Lake Winnipeg from major transmission projects; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Provincial Government be urged to continue supporting sustainable economic development, such as ecotourism, consistent with First Nations land use planning on the east side.
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