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Wind the way of the future

Re: Wind turbines causing trouble in rural areas, July 18.

Bill Redekop's article on rural opposition to wind turbine construction underlines the importance of proponents of wind farms winning rural folk over to the virtues of wind energy generation. While the economic aspects of such farms make for a solid argument, pumping welcomed change into the pockets of cash-strapped farmers, creating much-needed jobs in rural communities and topping up the coffers of provincial treasuries, they should be championed and embraced by all for their environmental attributes. These steel wonders turn wind into electricity. Combined with hydro-electric energy, they will go a long ways on a continental level to reducing our output of greenhouse gases through sulphur-spewing coal-fired generators. The St. Leon project with its 63 turbines generates enough clean electricity (99 megawatts) to meet the needs of a city the size of Brandon. Ten more projects of this scale would in many parts of the world be embraced.

Unfortunately, money and the health of the environment will not sway the naysayers on the grounds of esthetics. If you think wind farms are a blight on the landscape, you're not going to like them. However, the suggestion that the mild whooshing sound of the blades replicate a jet flying over is a stretch. Hopefully common sense will prevail and the "not in my backyard" paranoia will garner less ink.
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