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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – November 30, 2004

Press Conference TODAY (12pm) and 

The Boreal Heritage Initiative Launch (7-10pm) Tuesday, November 30

The Boreal Forest Network (BFN) will launch the Boreal Heritage Initiative (BHI), in partnership with Manitoba Wildlands and US based Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC), with a noon hour press conference and an evening reception, Tuesday, November 30th, 2004.

The goal of the Boreal Heritage Initiative is to promote the conservation and protection of a 4.3 million hectare area by having these lands protected and designated a World Heritage Site. The partners aim to ensure that the ecological integrity and geographic scope of the proposed World Heritage Site, in eastern Manitoba and north western Ontario are maintained throughout the process.

“This important boreal forest ecosystem is where eagles soar freely, black bears roam and the rivers are alive with the playful banter of otters”, said Don Sullivan, Boreal Forest Network executive director. “This boreal forest is the summer residence of millions of migrating songbirds and home to the illusive gray ghosts of the boreal – the last remaining, southerly herds of Woodland Caribou in Canada. It is unquestionably of global importance.”

First Nations initiated the Atikaki/Woodland Caribou First Nations Accord nomination for this UNSECO-World Heritage Site (WHS), including their traditional territories, which  make up the largest portion of the proposed WHS. These 4.3 million hectares of lush wilderness include such spectacular wild rivers as the Bloodvien, the Berens, the Gammon, the Pigeon and Poplar. Two provincial Wilderness Parks in Manitoba and Ontario are included.

“We are making good news”, said Louis Young, a former Chief of Bloodvien First Nation who supports the BHI. “We are working to ensure that your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren have air to breathe. Come and join us make good news”, he added.

Mr. Young joined a BFN VIP/media tour down the Bloodvein River this fall to introduce writers and photographers from around the world to this unique area. These tours are an ongoing part of the Boreal Heritage Initiative.

BFN will make a short presentation, Tuesday evening, and guests will hear from both, Louis Young, and Vera Mitchell, Education Director and former Chief of Poplar River First Nation, who has just returned from the World Conservation Congress in Bangkok, Thailand, which endorsed the WHS  in an international policy recommendation. 

Senator Mira Spivak will be presented with the first annual Boreal Heritage Initiative Award, for her remarkable contribution to the environment, at the Tuesday evening reception. There will, also, be a draw for a guided Wilderness Adventure canoe tour down the Bloodvein, a Canadian Heritage River in the heart of the proposed WHS.

The Boreal Heritage Initiative will  hold a U.S. launch in Madison, Wisconsin, next March.

“The beauty of Canada’s boreal landscape is at the heart of the Canadian identity and it’s vanishing from Canada,” Don Sullivan said. “The Boreal Heritage Initiative is anopportunity to preserve it for future generations.” 

NOVEMBER 30TH, 2004 EVENTS

PRESS CONFERENCE

BOREAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE LAUNCH

THE HAMMOND BUILDING

6TH FLOOR  - 63 Albert Street

12PM

EVENING RECEPTION ** MEDIA WELCOME

FORT GIBRALTER, rue St. Joseph, St. Boniface 7-10 PM

ENTERTAINMENT, PRESENTATIONS, AWARD CEREMONY, ART AUCTION

CONTACT THE BOREAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE 

at BOREAL FOREST NETWORK

DON SULLIVAN                               Office:  (204) 947-3081

Executive Director                             Cell:      (204)  999-4389

SUSANNE McCREA                          Office:  (204) 947-9772

Communications Director                  Cell:     (204)  290-2323

Manitoba Wildlands, Gaile Whelan Enns, Director  204-947-3400

Susan Casey Lefkowich, Campaign Director for Canada, 202-289-2366
