
Presentation of MMF President 
David Chartrand 

Clean Environment Commission 
November 14, 2012 

 





Cunningham v. Alberta 

 [70]  … The history of the Métis is one of 
struggle for recognition of their unique identity as 
the mixed race descendants of Europeans and 
Indians. Caught between two larger identities and 
cultures, the Métis have struggled for more than 
two centuries for recognition of their own unique 
identity, culture and governance. The 
constitutional amendments of 1982 … signal that 
the time has finally come for recognition of the 
Métis as a unique and distinct people. 

 



Constitution Act, 1982 

 35. (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the 
aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized 
and affirmed.  

 (2) In this Act, "aboriginal peoples of Canada" includes 
the Indian, Inuit, and Metis peoples of Canada.  

 (3) For greater certainty, in subsection (1) "treaty 
rights" includes rights that now exist by way of land 
claims agreements or may be so acquired.  

 (4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the 
aboriginal and treaty rights referred to in subsection (1) 
are guaranteed equally to male and female persons. 
 



R. v. Powley 
 [13] The inclusion of the Métis in s. 35 is based on a 

commitment to recognizing the Métis and enhancing their 
survival as distinctive communities. The purpose and the 
promise of s. 35 is to protect practices that were historically 
important features of these distinctive communities and 
that persist in the present day as integral elements of their 
Métis culture.  

  
 [17] The inclusion of the Métis in s. 35 represents Canada's 

commitment to recognize and value the distinctive Métis 
cultures, which grew up in areas not yet open to 
colonization, and which the framers of the Constitution Act, 
1982 recognized can only survive if the Métis are protected 
along with other aboriginal communities.  
 



R. v. Goodon 
 [46]     The Metis community of Western Canada has its own 

distinctive identity. As the Metis of this region were a creature of 
the fur trade and as they were compelled to be mobile in order to 
maintain their collective livelihood, the Metis "community" was 
more extensive than, for instance, the Metis community described 
at Sault Ste. Marie in Powley. The Metis created a large inter-related 
community that included numerous settlements located in present-
day southwestern Manitoba, into Saskatchewan and including the 
northern Midwest United States. … 

 
 [52]     The Metis community today in Manitoba is a well organized 

and vibrant community. Evidence was presented that the governing 
body of Metis people in Manitoba, the Manitoba Metis Federation, 
has a membership of approximately 40,000, most of which reside in 
southwestern Manitoba. 
 









Victory Nickel License 

 48. The Licencee shall consider the results of 
future Crown-Aboriginal consultation.  The 
Licencee will, to the best of its ability, promote 
meaningful participation of the Communities of 
Interest in the environmental monitoring and 
evaluation of measures that prevent or mitigate 
any potential adverse Environmental Effect of the 
Project.  The Licencee shall, where necessary, 
revise environmental programs to reflect input 
from Crown-Aboriginal consultation. 
 



Aboriginal Justice Inquiry 
Recommendation 

 “Any future, major, natural resource 
developments not proceed, unless and until 
agreements or treaties are reached with the 
Aboriginal people and communities in the 
region, including the Manitoba Metis 
Federation and its locals and regions, who 
might be negatively affected by such projects, 
in order to respect their Aboriginal, treaty, or 
other rights in the territory concerned.” 
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